
 

 

Maryland Historical Trust   Inventory No. M26/13/__ 

Maryland Inventory of 
Historic Properties Form 
 
1. Name of Property (indicate preferred name) 

   historic Rabbitt/ Ray House  

 other Calantonio-Eig House 

2. Location  

   street and number 315 Baltimore Road       not for publication  

 city, town Rockville       vicinity 
 county Montgomery 

3. Owner of Property (give names and mailing addresses of all owners) 
 name Richard and Catherine Eig 
 street and number 303 Baltimore Road  telephone 301-315-0675 
 city, town Rockville state MD zip code 20850 

4. Location of Legal Description 
 courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Montgomery County liber 29821  folio 727 
 city, town Rockville               tax map GR42 tax parcel   Block 3, lot 24, 25, 26 tax ID number 205623 

5. Primary Location of Additional Data 
       Contributing Resource in National Register District 
        Contributing Resource in Local Historic District 
       Determined Eligible for the National Register/Maryland Register 
       Determined Ineligible for the National Register/Maryland Register 
        Recorded by HABS/HAER 
       Historic Structure Report or Research Report at MHT 
        Other:                       

6. Classification 
 Category               Ownership         Current Function                                                Resource Count 
    district     public     agriculture     landscape       Contributing      Noncontributing 
 X building(s)  X private     commerce/trade     recreation/culture  1   1   buildings 
    structure      both     defense     religion                sites 
    site  X domestic     social                structures 
    object     education     transportation                 objects 
     funerary     work in progress  1   1   Total 
     government     unknown 
     health care     vacant/not in use    Number of Contributing Resources 
     industry     other:  previously listed in the Inventory 
           



 

 

 
7. Description Inventory No.       
 
 
 Condition 
 

 X   excellent       deteriorated 
      good       ruins 
      fair       altered 

 

Prepare both a one paragraph summary and a comprehensive description of the resource and its various elements as it 
exists today. 
 
Summary 
 
The two-story frame home, constructed at the end of the 19th century, has Victorian and Classical Revival style features.  There is a 
front-gable main block on the east side, and a side-gable wing to the west.  The house sits at the corner of Baltimore Road and Maple 
Avenue, on property that includes three platted lots (each measuring approximately 25’ x 170’) running from Baltimore Road to a rear 
alley.  The front door faces Baltimore Road.   Towards the south end of the property, a driveway off of Maple Avenue leads to a mid-
20th century two-car frame garage.  The alley at the end of this property, which is a continuation of an alley in the adjacent Block 7, 
links Maple with Grandin Avenue.  The house features a steep gable on the front elevation with octagonal wood shingles in the gable 
end.  The predominant cladding material is wood German siding with a broad, flat profile.  The full-width front porch is supported by 
four Tuscan columns.  The three-foot wide oak front door is paired, through the trimwork with a half-height window with a stained-
glass border.  The roof is covered with decorative metal shingles, and there are several small additions to the original house. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

North Elevation 
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Comprehensive Description 
 
The Victorian-style, two-story wood-frame house was constructed in the last years of the 19th century.  The house faces north on its 
corner property, fronting Baltimore Road.  The house is sided with two distinct sets of wood German siding.  The original late 19th 
century siding has a wider bevel than the subsequent “matching” German siding which was used in the 20th century on additions at the 
rear and west side.  The roof is covered with decorative metal shingles, which have been painted as upkeep.  The original first floor 
plan (ca. 690 sf + the front porch) has been only slightly modified over time, and consists of the entry hall with stairway at the front 
door and kitchen beyond along the west side of the house, and the living room and dining room stacked on the other (east) side.  The 
kitchen has been widened by four feet.  Rear additions include a pantry off the southwest corner of the kitchen and a large family 
room, with powder room, at the southeast corner.  A rear porch appears to have been incorporated into these later additions.  The 
second floor has three bedrooms and one full bath off of the hall.  The rear bedroom at the southwest corner was expanded by four feet 
when the kitchen expansion was built, and a closet was added.   
 
Although the full-width front porch gives the appearance of a front block massing with rear ell, the roof plan indicates that the house 
was built with a long, narrow front gable block on the east side and a matching-width side-gable block to the west.  Based on the 
siding on the rear, it appears that the angle of the side ell was “filled in” at the time of original construction, or soon thereafter, thus 
providing the square floor plan that was common in the early part of this century. 
 
 
Facades: 
 
North (front) Façade: 
The two-bay front façade consists of a front-gable block on the east side of the house, 
with a side-gable addition to the west.  A frieze board is used to delineate the gable 
end, which is clad with octagonal wood shingles.  This contrasts with the wood 
German siding on the remainder of the house.1  The front steps at the northwest corner 
of the house lead up to a one-story full-width front porch, supported by four Tuscan 
columns. 2   The porch ceiling is covered with thin metal panels.  The front door is a 
half-light oversized oak door with decorative reeding and paneling typical of the 
Eastlake tradition.  The door is paired with a half-height window with a colored glass 
border that illuminates the interior stairhall.  The wood trim is flat, although there is 
an interesting detail as the door frame curves to meet the trim of the hall window.  To 
the left of the front door, there are large paired double-hung wood sash one/one 
windows that light the living room.  This fenestration is matched at the second floor 
level, with a single window in the west bay, and paired double-hung windows in the 
east bay.   The windows have operable shutters.  Paired windows have hinged shutters 
to make up the correct size of the opening.   
 

                                                           
1 The original German siding has a broader bevel than the secondary German siding of a later addition. 
2 This may not be the original porch, as recent paint stripping revealed vertical “ghosts” of narrow attached pilasters at a width slightly 
wider than the current porch; and turned columns rather than Tuscan columns would be more typical for a house of this period and 
design.   
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South Elevation 

  East (side) Façade: 
The East elevation includes the main two-story block and the one-story family room addition.  The two-bay front block includes two 
one/one double-hung wood windows on each floor, aligned, and illuminating the living room and dining room on the first floor, and 
each of two bedrooms on the second floor.  The exterior basement steps, covered with a “bilco” doors for weather protection, are 
stacked under the south windows. The windows have operable shutters.  The family room extends twenty feet off of the original block 
of the house.  The façade is solid, and clad with 20th century German siding.  The shallow shed roof has a decorative railing around the 
perimeter with pineapple finials at the posts.   
     

  
 
South (rear) Façade: 
The two-bay South elevation consists of the rear gable end of the main east block, and the west- side extension that fills in the ell.  
Alterations include 1) the large one-story family-room addition at the southeast corner; 2) a shallow shed-roof addition across the 
remainder of the rear, with a central back door and an enclosed narrow [pantry] room with a single double-hung window to the west of 
this door; and, 3) a narrow [four feet] two-story addition on the west side, delineated with vertical trim boards.  A frieze board is used 
to delineate the gable end, but the gable end is clad with horizontal German siding, as is the rest of this elevation.   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

East Elevation, basement doors 

East Elevation, 
looking N 
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At the second floor level, there is a single window with operable shutters in the gable end; and, a second window, with operable 
shutters, in the “infill” portion of the second floor. There is one internal brick chimney at the rear, and a metal flue pipe in the one-
story family-room addition.  
 
 
West (side) Façade: 
The West elevation consists of the two-bay front block with a gable end, and the one-bay rear two-story shed roof portion with its one-
story shed roof addition.  The gable end has a small casement window for ventilation, and is clad with wood octagonal shingles above 
a frieze board.  The windows in the main block are in the south bay, with a typical double-hung one/one window at the first floor 
level, and a small casement window stacked above that.  The rear addition has stacked one/one windows centered in the addition, 
while the one-story shed addition has no windows on the west façade.   All of the double-hung windows have operable shutters.    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

West Elevation 
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Aerial view of house, looking southeast 

 
 
 
    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Environmental Setting: 
 
The environmental setting for the property includes the three platted lots upon which the house sits.  The orientation of the house 
conforms with the neighboring properties along Baltimore Road, with a similar frontyard setback, generous rear and side yards, and  
the public orientation to Baltimore Road.  Maple trees in the front yard and at the southeast corner of the property act as street trees 
and set off the property from the road.  Additional landscaping includes mature foundation plantings around the house, such as the tall 
holly on the east side.  The backyard garden includes landscape walls, brick paths and shrubs.  The two-car wood frame garage sits in 
the southwest quadrant of the site, with an asphalt driveway leading off Maple Avenue.  The building is sited in the yard, leaving 
generous garden space around it.  The garage is clad with German siding that matches the secondary German siding on the house.  
There are two garage doors facing Maple Avenue, as well as a pair of six-light casement windows in the gable end.  On the North 
elevation, a single half-light wood door faces the house and a brick path provides pedestrian access to the garage.

Garage, north and east elevations 

1st  
Floor 2nd 

Floor



 

 

8. Significance Inventory No.       

Period       Areas of Significance     Check and justify below 
 
    1600-1699       agriculture     economics     health/medicine     performing arts 
    1700-1799     archeology     education     industry     philosophy 
    1800-1899  X architecture     engineering     invention     politics/government 
 X 1900-1999     art     entertainment/     landscape architecture     religion 
       2000-     commerce      recreation     law     science 
        communications     ethnic heritage     literature  X social history 
     X community planning     exploration/     maritime history     transportation 
        conservation     settlement     military     other:       
             
 
  Specific dates         Architect/Builder        
 
  Construction dates   1900    
 
  Evaluation for: 
 
         National Register       Maryland Register         not evaluated 
 
 
 
Prepare a one-paragraph summary statement of significance addressing applicable criteria, followed by a narrative discussion of the 
history of the resource and its context.  (For compliance projects, complete evaluation on a DOE Form – see manual.) 
 
Summary 
 
  Constructed at the end of the 19th century, this property is significant under Rockville Criteria I C and D; II A and E.  It illustrates 
the distillation of national trends in design and construction to suit the new middle class buying homes in Rockville’s latest 
subdivisions.   As the farmland surrounding Rockville was exchanged for new housing subdivisions, 3 a dual vision of the City 
developed.  The City of Rockville continued its role as the County Seat, but also developed as an attractive suburb to Washington, D. 
C.  The Capitol City, in particular, was affected by the Civil Service Act of 1883, which established a permanent federal Civil Service 
based on merit appointments.4  The already established stop on the B&O Railroad line furthered Rockville’s expansion, providing 
access to its healthful5 and beautiful country setting, schools, downtown shopping, and other opportunities offered by local city 
government.  The subject property was built in the Rockville Park subdivision, with its narrow lots platted for multiple purchase.6  The 
late 19th century house illustrates the late Victorian use of multiple materials as decoration, including horizontal siding, shaped wood 
shingles, and stained glass.  The property is associated with the longterm ownership of three families:  Rabbitt (1895-1922), Ray 
(1922 – 1957) and Calantonio (1957 – 2004).      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                           
3 This is termed “Rockville’s Maturation and Expansion as the County Seat (1873 – 1930)” in the City’s Historic Resources 
Management Plan, City of Rockville, 1986; historic context #6. See also Rockville, Portrait of a City  by Eileen McGuckian, chapter 
Five, p. 65ff. 
4 See www.ourdocuments.gov, August 24, 2005.  
5 See Henry Copp’s brochure, Peerless Rockville:  What it Offers to Homeseekers and Investors, 1890.  Noting an altitude of 500’ and 
an organized community of about 1500 people, Copp touts Rockville as a destination for “health, wealth, comfort, and moral society.” 
6 Reading sold only a few of the original lots.  Danenhower’s subdivision provided more opportunities to group the substandard 
individual lots into a unified property of a size of choice, while also accommodating investment buying. 
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Narrative 
 
In the late 19th century, Rockville was still a small city surrounded by farmland.  However, far from being bucolic “family farms,” the 
land was held, for the most part, by local city families (i.e., Jones, England, Stonestreet, Breuer, etc.) as investment property.7  The 
ideas that promoted the growth of suburbs were already well publicized by nationally prominent people such as A.J. Downing, and 
F.L. Olmsted.  The construction of country homes and suburban satellite cities was already a national phenomenon.8   At the turn of 
the century, new suburban development was a response to population growth, available capital, industrialization, and new modes of 
transportation.  Rockville was poised for development, although from 1873, when the B&O Railroad opened its station in Rockville, 
to 1893, the year of a major national economic depression, the City of Rockville annexed only 88 acres.   
 
Geneology: 
 
The farmland upon which the subject property was built was owned by Dr. E. Stonestreet from 1854 until 1884.9  He was a prominent 
Rockville resident and had grown up along Montgomery Avenue.10   On May 24, 1884, Dr. and Mrs. Stonestreet sold the 28-5/8 acres 
of farmland to a Washington, D. C. entrepreneur, William Reading, for $4,293.75.11  While he never lived in Rockville, Reading’s son 
Joseph became a prominent citizen, working as a local druggist and serving as Mayor from 1896-1898.  Reading was businessman, 
however, and he subdivided this farmland into fifty-six lots in 1884.  The plat was actually recorded in 1888, and a few lots were 
sold.12  In 1890, Reading sold the entire subdivision to Washington and Mary Frances Danenhower of Washington, D. C.  The 
Danenhowers immediately resurveyed the property and changed the size and number of individual lots while following the general 
layout of streets and alleys.  The re-subdivision was platted as “Rockville Park” in 1890.13 
 
The subject property includes Lots 24, 25, and 26 in Block 3 of Rockville Park.   Lot 24 was sold by Washington Danenhower to 
Madeline Paglinghi  for $150 (September 29, 1892).14  Lot 26 is the corner lot, and Lots 25 and 26 were sold by Washington and Mary 
Frances Danenhower to Mary A. Triplett of Washington City (October 17, 1893) for $300.15  She held the lots for a short while, and 
sold them to a local Rockville resident, William F. Rabbitt, (April 13, 1895) for $10.16  The house, constructed in the middle of the 
two lots across lot lines, was probably built soon after.  
 

                                                           
7 A good close-by example is the Kensington subdivision, platted [by Brainard H. Warner] on land purchased from Spencer C. Jones 
[a prominent Rockville citizen and Mayor of Rockville from 1898 – 1902].   
8 See A.J. Downing (Cottage Residences, 1842); and, Frederick Law  Olmsted (i.e., 1873 planning the grounds for the US Capitol). 
Tuxedo Park, New York, is a good example.  Note suburban vision is based on both the “private estate” and the “small town ideal.” 
9 Dr. Edward E. Stonestreet and his wife Martha R. Stonestreet owned 60 acres of land in and about Rockville in 1879, as noted in  
the Atlas of Fifteen Miles Around Washington, published by G. M. Hopkins, 1879, p. 18. 
10 While his medical office remained on his parents’ property, at the corner of Monroe Street and Montgomery Avenue, 
 Dr. Stonestreet and his wife and children lived on Jefferson Street near the Rockville Academy. 
11  E.B.P. 32/225. 
12 See Block 2 of the Rockville Park subdivision. 
13 JA 17/268 
14 JA34/326. 
15 JA40/240. 
16 JA49/21.  
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Subsequently, William F. Rabbitt bought lot 24 in a tax sale for state taxes (August 27, 1906).17  Thus, by August of 1906, William F. 
Rabbitt owned all three lots of the subject property.  The Rabbitts owned this property until 1922, when William F. Rabbitt and his 
wife, Alice sold it to Eleazar and Eliza Earp Ray.  By this time, the Rabbitts were living in Boston, Massachusetts. 18   
 
The property was located at the corner of Baltimore Road and Olive Street.19  The house was built on both Lot 25 and Lot 26, across 
lot lines.   There may or may not have been outbuildings on the property at this time.  By 1897, public water and electricity was 
available from Rockville’s Pumping Station and Electric Plant [the Pump House on S. Horners Lane].  Rather than use wells and 
privies, interior water closets and bathtubs were becoming the “norm.”  In addition, with the downtown Rockville and the B&O 
Railroad station within easy walking distance a couple of blocks away along Baltimore Road, stables and carriage houses were 
becoming outdated.20  
 
The City of Rockville had expanded across the railroad tracks, along the old road linking Rockville to Sandy Spring and, ultimately,  
to Baltimore.   Rockville Park was the first subdivision laid out east of the tracks and along the south side of Baltimore Road.21   
There was a change in subdivision philosophy between the original planning in 1884 and the re-subdivision in 1890.  The original 
platting was undertaken by an older, experienced entrepreneur towards the end of his life.  His subdivision, Reading’s 1st Addition to 
Rockville, called for only fifty-two lots, with lots averaging around 15,000 sf.   Subdivisions that were accessed mainly by railroads 
were seen as somewhat exclusive by virtue of the cost of daily commuting.  The large lots were meant to attract the upper class.22   
 
When the Danenhowers took over this subdivision, however, new ideas were in play.  The 1883 passage of the Pendleton Act created 
a large increase in the number of federal employees.23  This new middle class wanted to own their own homes out in the country, even 
if the scale was less than an “estate.”  In addition, trolleys were being built at this time in Montgomery County, providing affordable 
daily transportation for the new office workers.  Starting in the late 1880s with lines to Chevy Chase and Bethesda, and reaching 
Rockville in 1900, trolley lines were more accessible to the middle class and helped to expand the area of residential development 
farther out from Washington, D. C.  The re-subdivision of Reading’s 1st Addition to Rockville required only minor adjustments in the 
streets and alleys to accommodate the 208 lots.  Each lot sold for approximately $150, but the purchase of multiple lots for home 
building was expected.  When single lots were purchased for investment, they typically would eventually be sold to an adjacent 
property owner to increase their yard size, as was the case with the subject property.   
 
Even as the City followed national trends of development, transportation and investment with its expansion, the individual history of 
this property illustrates the inherent character of Rockville as a small town where multi-generational families lived.  The sales record 
of the property reveals the inter-related patterns of families with longterm associations with Rockville and Montgomery County.  
Familiar are the Rabbitt, Bogley, Ray, Ward, Parsley, and Butt families, amongst others.  Eleazar Ray and his wife Eliza bought the 

                                                           
17 190/251. William F. Rabbitt is listed in the 1900 census as a telegraph operator.  
18 320/422; 320/424 – on September 19, 1922. 
19 There is some variation for street names on the official plats:  i.e., what is today “Maple Avenue” was platted in 1888 as “Olive 
Street” in Reading’s 1st Addition to Rockville, and renamed “Maple Avenue” in the Rockville Park subdivision.  However, the 1924 
Sanborn map shows this side street as “Olive Street.”  By 1949, as recorded on the 1949 Sanborn map, the street was known as 
“Maple.”   
20 Henry Ford built his first gasoline-powered car in 1896, and began production of his Model T in 1908.   
21 Both Reading and Danenhower platted a change of name for Baltimore Road to “John Street.”   However, the 1924 Sanborn Map 
shows “Baltimore Road. ”  Other changes include “Olive Street,” shown on the 1924 Sanborn, is renamed “Maple” by 1949 (as shown 
on the 1949 Sanborn map).    
22 National Register Bulletin, Historic Residential Suburbs, David L. Ames and Linda Flint McClelland, 2002, p. 16. 
23 From 20,000 in 1828; to 130,000 in 1884. Pendleton Act (1883) www.ourdocuments.gov, August 24, 2005. 
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house in 1922.  They were elderly by this time, with children in their 40s.24   At her father’s death, Lillie Ray Bogley and her husband, 
Walter, bought the house to help her mother and two unmarried sisters.25  In 1927, the Bogleys deeded the property to Lillie’s mother, 
Eliza, and her sisters, Blanche and Anola, for their residence.  

 
Evidently the death of Eliza Ray involved settling the estate with transfer of the deed directly to the two sisters, Blanch and Anola, in 
1931.  Their aunt, Agnes V. Ward, helped out, and, with two separate transactions on the same day, the property was deeded to 
Blanche and Anola Ray.  The two sisters lived at the subject property on Baltimore Road until their deaths. When Blanche Ray died 
July 28, 1956 unmarried, her property was to go to her sister Anola Ray; but Anola Ray had already died.  The property, therefore, 
passed to their heirs:  Nellie Ward Parsley, Lester Ray Bogley Lillie Belle Bogley, Russel Bogley.26   The heirs were evidently settled 
in other homes, and on July 31, 1957, they sold the house to Erven W. Butt and G. Hansen Watkins.  Two months later, on September 
13, 1957, the property was sold to Dominick Calantonio and Virginia Lee Calantonio.   
 
The Calantonios moved into the Rockville area in the 20th century.   There are many relations in Rockville and 905 Veirs Mill Road 
originally with several acres of ground) was seen as the family center.27  Dominick Calantonio was well-known in Rockville, and lived 
down the street from the Ray sisters.  When they passed away, Mr. Calantonio bought the property.  This property served as their 
home for over 45 years.  It was only sold after Mr. Calantonio passed away and Mrs. Calantonio moved into a nursing home, finding it 
too difficult to manage on her own.  Once the family made the difficult choice to sell, a neighbor once again bought the property.  
Richard and Catherine Eig have lived just a few doors down from the property for several years, and now they are making some 
necessary repairs and repainting the house.   

 
 

                                                           
24 Their four daughters were Iredel (Annie), Mary Priscilla Blanche, Lillie Moore, Agnes Virginia and Marbury Annolea.   Walter 
Moore Bogley had married Lillie Moore Ray in 1903.  Annie had married a cousin, John Pius Ray; and  Agnes Virginia had married 
Henry Harrison Ward.  The other two sisters, known as Blanche and Annolea, never married.  
25 Walter and Lillie Ray Bogley bought other properties in East Rockville for investment, including 21 lots in the newly platted 
Croydon Park in 1924.  In 1926, they bought a 6 acre farm from her sister, Annie I and her husband.   
26 Lester Ray Bogley, Lillie Belle Baker, Russell Bogley were Walter and Lillie Ray Bogley’s children; Nellie Ward Parsley was 
related to Agnes Virginia Ray Ward.   
27 Information provided by Mrs. Philip Calantonio (telephone conversation, 9-2-05). 



 

 

9. Major Bibliographical References Inventory No.       
 
Montgomery County Land and Plat Records.  
Montgomery County Historical Society records:  genealogies of Rabbitt, Ray, Bogley, Ward, and Haney families. 
Sanborn Insurance Maps 
Historic Residential Suburbs (National Register Bulletin), David L. Ames and Linda Flint McClelland, 2002. 
 

10. Geographical Data 
 
  Acreage of surveyed property   12,750 s.f.   
  Acreage of historical setting  .3 Acres   
  Quadrangle name  Rockville   Quadrangle scale:   1:24,000      
 
Verbal boundary description and justification 
 
Rockville Park, Block 3, Lots 24, 25, 26. 

11. Form Prepared by 
  
  name/title Robin D. Ziek, Historic Preservation Planner 

  organization City of Rockville date September 8, 2005 

  street & number 111 Maryland Avenue telephone 240-314-8500 

  city or town Rockville   state MD, 20850 

 
 

The Maryland Inventory of Historic Properties was officially created by an Act of the Maryland Legislature 
to be found in the Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,  
1974 supplement. 
 
The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and record purposes only 
 and do not constitute any infringement of individual property rights. 
 

return to:      Maryland Historical Trust 
DHCD/DHCP 
100 Community Place 
Crownsville, MD  21032-2023 
410-514-7600 
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